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RESUMO

Este estudo investigou historicamente os processos de formagao sociocultural de
Arez, no estado do Rio Grande do Norte, percebendo os caminhos de constituicdo
do territorio local e os percursos de estabelecimento de seu povo, entre 0os séculos
XVII e XX, isto é, desde o tempo da antiga Missdo de Guarairas a atual cidade de
Arez. Fizemos uso do trabalho teérico com a histéria local para problematizarmos as
dindmicas histéricas que constituiram Arez e seu povo ao longo do tempo (MELO,
2015). Isso significou revisitarmos fatos e abordagens classicas para o
estabelecimento de novas fontes e abordagens capazes de promover conhecimento
sociocultural, de natureza historica e critica, em torno dos saberes locais arezenses
(GEERTZ, 1997). Ao articularmos o local com o nacional e o global, objetivamos
desenvolver uma reflexdo que nos permitisse compreender esse lugar enquanto
espacialidade e experiéncia identitaria singulares. Do ponto de vista metodoldogico, a
partir da analise de conteudo (BARDIN, 1977), realizamos a organizacdo, selecao e
analise do acervo de documentos constituido durante as duas vigéncias do projeto.
De modo mais especifico, analisamos um conjunto de fontes periddicas que
compdem o acervo de nossa pesquisa, examinando as ocorréncias sobre Arez
presentes na imprensa brasileira, no recorte temporal proposto. Nossa intengao,
portanto, foi produzir conhecimento histérico sobre Arez, a partir de documentacéao
por nés localizada e digitaliza em arquivos, bibliotecas, museus e outras instituicbes
mantenedoras de acervos historicos, sistematizando informagfes que podem
fomentar o ensino de histéria e cultura arezense, especialmente nos
estabelecimentos educacionais da cidade.
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ABSTRACT

This study historically investigated the processes of sociocultural formation of Arez, in
the state of Rio Grande do Norte, understanding the paths of constitution of the local
territory and the paths of establishment of its people, between the 17th and 20th
centuries, that is, since the time from the old Mission of Guarairas to the current city
of Arez. We used theoretical work with local history to problematize the historical
dynamics that constituted Arez and its people over time (MELO, 2015). This meant
revisiting classic facts and approaches to establish new sources and approaches
capable of promoting sociocultural knowledge, of a historical and critical nature,
around local knowledge from Arez (GEERTZ, 1997). By articulating the local with the
national and the global, we aimed to develop a reflection that would allow us to
understand this place as a unique spatiality and identity experience. From a
methodological point of view, based on content analysis (BARDIN, 1977), we
organized, selected and analyzed the collection of documents constituted during the
two periods of the project. More specifically, we analyzed a set of periodic sources
that make up the collection of our research, examining the occurrences about Arez
present in the Brazilian press, in the proposed time frame. Our intention, therefore,
was to produce historical knowledge about Arez, based on documentation that we
located and digitized in archives, libraries, museums and other institutions that
maintain historical collections, systematizing information that can encourage the
teaching of Arez history and culture, especially in educational establishments in the
city.
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